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Welcome to the 
Fall 2018 news-
letter from The 
University of 
Alabama Depart-
ment of History. 
With strong en-
rollments, new 
initiatives to 
attract majors 
and minors, and 

amazing incoming faculty members 
joining us, 2018-2019 promises to 
be a very exciting academic year. 

Noticeable changes for the new 
year include a slightly revised major 
that provides more flexibility for 
undergraduates, a push to encourage 
students arriving at UA with AP credits 
in History to consider becoming 
minors and majors, and an enhanced 
Peer Mentor program to help students 
succeed in their introductory survey 
courses. We are thrilled to welcome 
to the faculty Julia Brock, who will be 
joining us as an Assistant Professor 
in the field of Public History, and 
Lawrence Cappello, who will be 
joining us as an Assistant Professor 
with expertise in American Legal 
and Constitutional History. Also with 
us for the year is Holly Pinheiro, a 
postdoctoral research fellow who 
recently earned his PhD at Iowa and 
specializes in Civil War and African-
American History.

We have another strong, robust class 
of incoming graduate students, 
and have seen some of our recent 
graduates receive jobs at colleges and 
universities across the country, all of 
which speaks well for the program.

We hope you enjoy being kept up 
to date on the Department. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us, and 
we encourage you to stay in touch. 
Follow departmental news on our 
Facebook page, our Twitter feed, and 
the department website, which is 
undergoing renovation and will soon 
be rolled out with a new look. We 
want you to be part of our future as 
we continue to explore our past!

FROM THE CHAIR

Historically speaking

Dr. Julia Brock joins the faculty as a specialist in Public 
History and post-Civil War American and Southern His-
tory. She earned her PhD from the University of Califor-
nia, Santa Barbara, in 2012. 

Her dissertation, which she is in the process of publish-
ing, examined hunting and game laws in the New South, 
when areas such as southern Georgia and northern 
Florida hosted northern hunters who brought an “elite 
sportsmanship” and “new ideas about conservation” to 
the area. She explains how these changes affected hunt-
ing culture along the lines of race and class. In addition 
to her research, Dr. Brock is also involved in ongoing 

partnerships with the National Park Service, a historic African-American church in 
Decatur, Georgia, and other independent curatorial projects.

“Like most of us who go into this field,” Brock explains, “I’ve always loved his-
tory, even as a kid, and especially historic places.” She grew up visiting Civil War 
battlefields and says she was “taken with the power of place … places that held 
important stories about the past.” She enrolled in a public history class by chance 
as an undergraduate, not knowing what it was, but was “completely electrified by 
the realization that I could work as a historian in sort of a different mode with a 
public audience in mind.”

Dr. Brock is excited to begin building a public history program within the Depart-
ment. “There’s already really important work that’s happening on this campus that 
is absolutely concerned with public engagement. What’s fortunate for me is that 
I’ll have a lot to build from and people and places to partner with. I think I’m walk-
ing into a really exciting moment here.”

Dr. Lawrence Cappello joins our faculty as a specialist in 
Legal/Constitutional History and 20th-century U.S. So-
cial and Political History. Cappello earned his PhD from 
the CUNY Graduate Center NYC in 2017. 

His dissertation examined the evolution of American pri-
vacy rights. “Historians have been largely silent about 
privacy until very recently,” Cappello acknowledges, but 
the right to privacy has been an issue in American life 
since Eastman Kodak introduced the first personal cam-
era. Cappello’s first book, None of Your Damn Business: 
A History of Privacy in the United States, is under contract 
with the University of Chicago Press.

“I believe privacy is the next great social, cultural, and political question facing 
America, and I want to make sure we get the history right.” Privacy is a difficult is-
sue to talk about, though, because it can defy concrete definitions. “The closer you 
look at privacy, the more you realize that it’s an incredibly complicated concept.” 

Dr. Cappello hopes to build a strong legal history concentration in the department 
that will help UA students compete for admission into the nation’s top law schools. 
“Fewer than one-fifth of history departments in the U.S. have a legal concentra-
tion. Today’s law school admissions process is incredibly competitive and students 
that come from departments who offer this kind of training can really have a leg-up 
if they know how to market themselves properly.” 



FACULTY

DR. GEORGE MCCLURE RETIRES

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

Dr. George McClure has taught at The University of Alabama for more than thirty 
years, in our own department, in Honors College, and in the Blount program. Beloved 
by students and colleagues alike, Dr. McClure is both an accomplished scholar, 
having published four books and numerous articles, and a gifted teacher.

His retirement party at ten Hoor was bittersweet and full of laughter. Old friends 
from within the department and others joined together in a lively roast, highlighting 
his career, mentorship, achievements at squash playing, sense of humor, and friend-
ship. Dr. James Mixson led the room in a scholastic disputation over the question 
of whether “old professors will be missed,” coming to the conclusion that, yes, the 
Department will greatly miss Dr. McClure. We hope that he finds enjoyment and 
relaxation as he transitions into retirement!

Last March, Dr. Andrew Huebner pub-
lished Love and Death in the Great War. 
In it, Huebner argues that Americans 
viewed the war as a battle for home and 
family, analyzing the idea of redemptive 
war across public and private spheres. 
Huebner merges stories of ordinary men 
and women with a history of wartime 
culture, studying the war’s emotional 
dimensions and homefront effects. 

DEPARTMENT HOSTS 
SOUTHERN ASSOC FOR 

WOMEN HISTORIANS 
CONFERENCE

In June, UA hosted the Southern As-
sociation for Women Historians’ 11th 
Triennial Conference. The theme for 
this year’s conference,  “Resistance, 
Power, and Accommodation: Women 
and Southern History,” highlighted key 
issues in southern women’s history. 

The event kicked off on with a plenary 
roundtable on “Women Knowing History 
in Public.” Friday’s events included a 
workshop on becoming a publicly en-
gaged scholar, followed by a series of 
concurrent sessions addressing gender, 
race, dress, resistance, and power in 
the American South. Graduate students 
from across the nation enjoyed a round-
table lunch focused on gender bias and 
hurdles women face in academe.

Friday night’s plenary featured Fran-
çoise Hamlin (Brown University), who 
spoke on “Fifty Years Since Coming of 
Age in Mississippi: Finding Anne Moody” 
and UTSA’s Catherine Clinton launched 
Saturday’s events with a workshop on 
her “Cassandra Project,” an outreach 
initiative helping women resist sexual 
violence. Department alumna Cindy 
Jones highlighted slavery’s role in the 
development of UA through a “Hal-
lowed Grounds” walking tour created 
by UA Assistant Professor Hilary Green. 
Wayne State’s Danielle L. McGuire de-
livered a moving keynote address Satur-
day night and Sunday morning featured 
concurrent sessions on gender and the 
Civil War, southern women’s approach-
es to activism, and women’s role in the 
Civil Rights Movement.

The event was cosponsored by the Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences, the Gradu-
ate School, the Summersell Chair, the 
Summersell Center for the Study of the 
South, Tuscaloosa Tourism & Sports, 
and The University of Alabama Press.

Last June, Dr. George McClure published 
Doubting the Divine in Early Modern Eu-
rope: The Revival of Momus, the Agnos-
tic God. In this work, McClure examines 
the intellectual tradition of challenges 
to religious and literary authority in the 
early modern era. He explores the hid-
den history of unbelief through the lens 
of Momus, the Greek god of criticism 
and mockery.



FACULTY

Dr. Joshua Rothman was recently involved in helping 
to place several markers noting the location of mar-
kets for enslaved laborers in New Orleans.

A few years ago, Rothman co-wrote an op-ed in the 
New Orleans Times-Picayune discussing “the ab-
sence of recognition of the city’s role in the slave 
trade, and suggesting that that ought to change.” 
The essay reached the Mayor’s office and the city 
created a series of historical markers for New Or-
leans’s tricentennial. Rothman served on the sub-
committee, which drafted six markers for locations 
around the city.

New Orleans was the nation’s largest slave trading 
center. “Somewhere around 135,000 enslaved people were bought and sold in 
the city between the early 19th century and the end of the Civil War.” But, until 
a few years ago, “pretty much the only formal acknowledgement of the city’s role 
in the slave trade was a plaque on the side of a building in the French Quarter 
marking the site of a building where enslaved people were sold at auction. And 
the plaque isn’t even accurate – the actual site of that building is across the 
street!”

Though it is a multifaceted issue, Rothman explains 
that this neglect stems in part from “the power of 
conservative white southerners to convey a histori-
cal narrative that downplayed slavery and the ex-
periences of black people almost entirely,” and 
notes that it has only been recently that most places 
around the country have acknowledged their role in 
the slave trade. He also thinks, though, that it may 
have something to do with the city’s dependence on 
party tourism. “It’s hard to laissez les bons temps 
rouler when you’re confronted with the history of 
slave trade, after all,” he asserts.

Installation of the six historical markers around the French Quarter began this 
summer, and “it’s been hugely rewarding,” Rothman reports. “The interest peo-
ple have in history transcends the classroom, and they encounter it everywhere 
in their daily lives.” A recent Washington Post article discusses the project fur-
ther: http://bit.ly/NOLAslavemarket.

ROTHMAN HELPS MARK SITE WHERE FRANKLIN 
& ARMFIELD TRADED IN ENSLAVED LABORERS

The Department is pleased to welcome 
Dr. Holly Pinheiro as our new Postdoctoral 
Researcher. Pinheiro earned both his MA 
and PhD from the University of Iowa. His 
dissertation examined northern black Civil 
War soldiers and their families from 1850-
1880. He finds that these families’ social 
and economic status almost universally 
worsened because of their connection to 
the war. Moreover, there was an increased 
rate of domestic abuse and mental illness 
within these groups. Through these explo-
rations, Pinheiro’s scholarship expands 
Civil War research regarding the home-
front and black family life.

Pinheiro became a historian for three rea-
sons: first, from a very young age his fam-
ily encouraged him to learn black history. 
Second, he had a childhood obsession 
with the film Glory, which strengthened 
his interest in studying the Civil War. Fi-
nally, he loves to “ask questions and to 
debate about the meanings of things.” 

Currently, Pinheiro is turning his disser-
tation into a monograph and working on 
two different articles. He is also teaching 
American Civilization since 1865, which 
he says he is quite a pleasure. “I’m really 
enjoying my group of students! I love be-
ing able to create a space where people 
are comfortable to talk.” 

Pinheiro is thrilled and honored to be at 
UA. “It’s a great department with very re-
spected faculty, and the support they give 
is amazing.” Dr. Pinheiro has received a 
grant from the U.S. Embassy to present 
at the British American Nineteenth Cen-
tury Historians Conference this year. He is 
excited to create a “dialogue with interna-
tional scholars” in his field. 

WELCOME HOLLY 
PINHEIRO

FREDERICKSON WINS HOWARD AWARD
In April, Dr. Kari Frederickson was honored by the 
Alabama Historical Association with the Milo B. 
Howard Award for the best article published in 
the Alabama Review during a two year period. 
Dr. Frederickson won for her article, “Manhood 
and Politics: The Bankhead-Hobson Campaigns 
of 1904 and 1906” (April 2016). The article 
examines the political contests between 
Congressman John H. Bankhead and naval hero 
Richmond Pearson in 1904 and 1906. The 
campaigns reveal important shifts in the changing 
standards by which masculinity was defined, as 
well as the cultural link among manhood, military 
service, and political leadership.

Like The Summersell Center on Facebook @summersellcenterua



FACULTY

Associate Professor Margaret Abruzzo 
is writing a book about changing 
conceptions of sin and wrongdoing—and 
what it meant to be a “good person”—
in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 
American moral thought. She recently 
published “The Mind of the South 
and Southern Intellectual History” in 
the March issue of Georgia Historical 
Quarterly.

Professor John Beeler submitted the 
completed typescript of The Milne 
Papers, Vol. 3 in June, and has begun 
work on his new book project, Alexander, 
Effie, and their Worlds: Life, Love, 
and Work in a Victorian Scots Gentry 
Family.  He received a research grants 
council award to research in London 
and presented papers at two scholarly 
conferences.

Professor David Beito has been 
promoting his book (co-authored by 
Linda Royster Beito) T.R.M. Howard: 
Doctor, Entrepreneur, Civil Rights 
Pioneer (2008), which has received 
blurbs by Cornel West, Juan Williams, 
Shelby Steele, and others, with various 
media appearances. His article “New 
Deal Surveillance State” appeared in 
the Journal of Policy History.

Associate Professor Steve Bunker 
continues to work on the translation 
of his first book that will be published 
in Spanish by the Fondo de Cultura 
Económica.  He has also presented new 
research on his second monograph at 
two conferences this past year.

Associate Professor Teresa Cribelli is 
working on an anthology, Press, Power, 
and Culture in Imperial Brazil, for which 
she contributed a chapter on the history 
of paid letters-to-the-editor in Brazilian 
newspapers.  She presented new 
research at the annual Latin American 
Studies Association conference in 
Barcelona and for the Rede Proprietes at 
the Universidade Estatual do Maranhão 
in Brazil.

Professor Kari Frederickson is working 
on her third book, Deep South Dynasty: 

The Bankhead Family and the Making 
of the New South. She received the 
Milo B. Howard Award for Best Article 
Published in a Two-Year Period from 
the Alabama Review.  She is also 
involved in planning for the Tuscaloosa 
Bicentennial and serves as chair of 
the grants committee for the Harry S. 
Truman Library Institute.

Associate Professor John Giggie 
completed research and two chapters 
on his forthcoming book on civil rights 
in West Alabama and a historiographical 
essay on religion and the American 
South. He spoke on C-Span about civil 
rights history in Selma and became a 
consultant for the Selma Redevelopment 
Authority and the Department of 
Arkansas History and Heritage.

Professor Lesley J. Gordon published an 
essay in Congress and the Conduct of the 
Civil War (Ohio Univ. Press, 2018) and a 
book review in the Journal of the Civil War 
Era. She presented papers at the Society 
for Historians of the Early American 
Republic Conference, British American 
Nineteenth Century Historians, and the 
Organization of American Historians. 
She was the keynote speaker at the Ohio 
Valley History Conference in Murray, KY 
and reappointed OAH Distinguished 
Lecturer.  

Assistant Professor Sharony Green’s 
second monograph Space and the 
U: Miami Football and the Southland 
is in-progress. She will speak to the 
Key West Art and Historical Society 
in January 2019. She has an essay 
in the soon-to-be released edited 
collection Pan African Spaces: Essays 
on Black Transnationalism (Rowman and 
Littlefield). 

Associate Professor Holly Grout’s review 
essay on European celebrity debuts 
this fall in the Journal of Contemporary 
European History and her article 
“Authorizing Fictions: Narrating a Self 
in Mistinguett’s Celebrity Memoir,” will 
appear in the April 2019 issue of French 
Historical Studies. She is currently 
working on a chapter for Bloomsbury’s 
Cultural History of Beauty series.

Associate Professor Andrew Huebner’s 
second book, Love and Death in the 
Great War, came out in March 2018 
with Oxford University Press. Since 
then, he has given or scheduled book 
talks at venues including the National 
World War I Museum and Memorial, the 
Smithsonian Institution, and several 
universities, bookstores, conferences, 
and libraries. 

Assistant Professor Lucy Kaufman 
published “The Pious Politics of 
Godly Women in Post-Reformation 
England,” the result of an international 
conference, and finished “Pensioners, 
Prisoners, and Pupils: Charity at the 
Tudor University,” forthcoming in a 
volume with Oxford University Press. 
She also spoke at the University of 
Oxford and the Sixteenth Century 
Society and Conference.

Associate Professor Heather Kopelson 
has had two short-term research 
fellowships at the Folger Shakespeare 
Library to continue research on 
her second book, tentatively titled 
“Idolatrous Processions: Music, Dance, 
and Cultural Exchange in the Americas, 
1500-1700.” She was elected to a 
three-year term on the Council of the 
Omohundro Institute of Early American 
History and Culture.

Associate Dean Lisa Lindquist Dorr 
published her second monograph, A 
Thousand Thirsty Beaches: Smuggling 
Alcohol from Cuba to the South during 
Prohibition, this fall. It explores the 
process of smuggling, efforts to prevent 
it, and how the black market in booze 
brought the social and cultural changes 
of the 1920s to the South.

Assistant Professor Di Luo contributed 
a chapter to a forthcoming book, 
Routledge Handbook of Revolutionary 
China. She also co-organized, chaired, 
and presented a panel at the annual 
conference of Association for Asian 
Studies. The panel was titled “Women’s 
Pluralistic Approach to Cultural and 
Political Engagement in Modern China.” 
She is currently working on her first 
book manuscript on literacy in China. 



FACULTY

Associate Professor Jimmy Mixson 
has stepped down after six years as 
undergraduate director and is now 
working to complete The Battle for 
Belgrade, a collection of sources 
in translation focused on the 1456 
crusade. He is also hosting a large 
international conference on medieval 
religion at UA in October, 2018.

Associate Professor Margaret Peacock 
is a Russian historian writing a book 
on the history of radio propaganda in 
the Middle East. She is the Director 
of Undergraduate Studies and has 
implemented a new initiative to help 
History Majors find fulfilling work 
after graduation. Friends and alumni 
interested in talking to Majors about 
careers in History should contact her at 
mepeacock@ua.edu.

Assistant Professor Erik Peterson was the 
invited historian of biology at The Santa 
Fe Institute. His podcast “Speaking of 
Race” was named a featured digital 
project by the American Anthropological 
Association. He is a UA College of Arts 
and Sciences Distinguished Teaching 
Fellow. He is currently working on 
several research projects and reviews.  

Assistant Professor Juan José Ponce-
Vázquez attended several national and 
international conferences, and received 
one of the 2017 Archive and Libraries 
Research Awards from the CUNY 
Dominican Studies Institute. Currently, 
he is finishing his book manuscript 
titled “Smuggling at the Edge of 
Empire: Social and Political Defiance 
in Hispaniola, 1580-1697.”

Associate Professor Dan Riches 
completed two essays for inclusion in 
collected volumes, published several 
smaller pieces, researched at the 
Swedish National Archives and Royal 
Library while co-directing the ‘UA in 
Sweden’ summer abroad program, 
served on two book prize committees, 
and continued to serve as Director of 
Graduate Studies.

Professor Joshua Rothman continues 

to serve as the Chair of the History 
Department. He is a part of a team that 
received a $300,000 grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
in support the “Freedom on the Move” 
project, which aims to digitize every 
advertisement for a runaway slave in 
North American newspapers.

Associate Professor Harold Selesky 
organized two public-outreach 
lectures: “1867 in North America: 
Crisis on a Continent: Remarks on 
the Sesquicentennial of a Three-fold 
Political Crisis” and “Nuclear War 
on the Korean Peninsula: Historical 
Perspectives on a Possible Future.”  He 
spoke at the annual General Court of the 
Society of Colonial Wars in the State of 
Connecticut and led the UA at Oxford 
2018 program.

Associate Professor Jenny Shaw’s 
article, “Birth and Initiation on 
the Peers Plantation,” appeared in 
the June 2018 issue of Slavery & 
Abolition. She presented her work at 
the Northeast Conference on British 
Studies conference in October and the 
Omohundro Institute of Early American 
History and Culture meeting in June. 
During the summer she completed 
research in London, Herefordshire, and 
Yorkshire, England.

Assistant Professor Sarah Steinbock-
Pratt submitted her manuscript, 
“Educating the Empire: American 
Teachers and Contested Colonization 
in the Philippines,” for publication by 
Cambridge University Press. She has 
begun research on her second book 
project, “A Far-Flung Nation: Filipinos 
and the Construction of Gender, Race, 
and National Identity in the Pacific 
World.”

Associate Professor Janek Wasserman 
spent the past fall at the Center for 
the History of Political Economy at 
Duke University completing his book 
manuscript on the Austrian School of 
Economics. This summer he traveled to 
London and Geneva to begin work on a 
new project on the history of European 
reconstruction and development.

Dr. Helen Delpar, who served on 
our faculty from 1974 to 2006, 
passed away this past July. Profes-
sor Delpar, a specialist in post-in-
dependence Colombia and Mexico, 
received her Ph.D. from Columbia 
University in 1967, working with 
the famous Lewis Hanke.

Beginning as a Colombianist, her 
first book was Red against Blue: The 
Liberal Party in Colombian Politics, 
1863-1899. She later shifted to 
focus on Mexico. Her most influen-
tial and widely-cited book was The 
Enormous Vogue of Things Mexican: 
Cultural Relations between the Unit-
ed States and Mexico, 1920-1935. 
She also edited important refer-
ence guides and encyclopedias in 
the field of Latin American history 
and kept publishing until her final 
book, Looking South: The Evolution 
of Latin Americanist Scholarship in 
The United States, 1850-1975 was 
published in 2008.

Professor Delpar was active in ser-
vice to the field, acting as Presi-
dent of the South Eastern Council 
of Latin American Studies. She also 
guided the graduate program in our 
department for many years as the 
Graduate Director and was a vig-
orous supporter of Latin American 
Studies at UA.

In Memorium
Helen V. Delpar

1936 - 2018



The History Department was 
out in force this summer at 
Bamabound and Yay Day!  Dr. 
Margaret Peacock, the recently-
appointed director of under-
graduate studies, along with Dr. 
Erik Peterson, greeted students 
with games and prizes; all in an 
effort to reach those students 
who might not otherwise have 
thought about the history major 
at Alabama.

The History Major at UA is stronger than ever! Our Peer Mentor program has be-
come a model for departmental tutoring across the College. We offered thirty-nine 
separate undergraduate courses this Fall, ranging from The History of Rome to the 
Cold War. 

With the History Major now the #1 major being accepted into Law School, our 
numbers are growing. We are placing our majors into great jobs and top graduate 
programs. 

New tee shirts are being sent to every History Major at UA this Fall and are available 
to alumni History Majors and Friends for $20 each. 

For more information contact Dr. Margaret Peacock at mepeacock@ua.edu.

ALUMNI - STUDENTS

RECENT GRADUATE JOB PLACEMENTS
Positions Starting

Academic Year 2018-2019

Katie Deale 
Tenure-Track Assistant Professor,

Barton College, North Carolina

Mark Folse
Class of 1957 Post-Doctoral Fellowship 

in Naval Heritage,
United States Naval Academy

Laura Mammina
Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, 

University of Houston-Victoria, Texas

Lindsay Rae Privette
Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, 

Anderson University, South Carolina

Positions Starting
Academic Year 2017-2018

Blake Ball
Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, 

Huntingdon College, Alabama

John Minney
Assistant Professor of Military and 

Security Studies,
Air Command and Staff College, 

Alabama

Marcus Witcher
Postdoctoral Professor of History and 

Economics,
West Virginia University

UNDERGRADUATE COMMITTEE 
LEADS NEW MAJORS INITIATIVE

A l u m n u s 
Adam Petty 
(PhD 2018, 
MA 2014) has 
accepted a 
position as a 
Historian and 
Documentary 
Editor for the 
Joseph Smith 
Papers.

Petty completed his doctorate un-
der George Rable last year, with a 
focus on the Civil War era. Petty 
chose UA because of its strong Civ-
il War history program. He’s been 
interested in the Civil War since 
he saw the movie Gettysburg as a 
young boy and visited battlefields 
with his father. 

Petty’s work will become part of a 
multi-volume project assembling 
documents connected to Joseph 
Smith, the founder of the LDS 
Church. He is helping to compile a 
volume of discourses, letters, land 
deeds, and political tracts as part 
of a larger team of researchers who 
are annotating and drafting intro-
ductions for each document.

“As a member of the Church my-
self, Joseph Smith is a historical 
figure that has been very important 
in my life,” Petty says. Although 
he’s had to switch his research fo-
cus, the skills learned in graduate 
study have helped him acclimate.

Adam is publishing his dissertation 
with LSU Press and plans to con-
tinue working with Latter-day Saint 
history and documentary editing. 
His advice to up-and-coming his-
tory students: “The job market is 
very difficult. You need to be open 
to new and unexpected opportuni-
ties that arise.” He also suggests 
to graduate students to publish 
“early and often,” and to get in-
volved with the Southern Historian. 
Finally, Petty emphasizes “how im-
portant it is to be kind to everyone, 
especially people who think very 
differently than you.”

The department admitted 15 graduate
students this academic year.

3 PhD Students  |  12 MA Students

ALUMUS WORKING 
WITH JOSEPH 

SMITH PAPERS

Follow us on Twitter 

@ UAHistoryDept

Social icon

Rounded square
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For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines. Follow us on Facebook

@ UA.History



UPCOMING EVENTS

This year marks another exciting round of activities for the 
Summersell Center. The Center will feature a range of 
speakers, including the winner of the Deep South Book Prize, 
Dr. Tera Hunter of Princeton University, speaking on her work 
on slave and free black marriages. Other speakers include Dr. 
Chris Phillips (University of Cincinnati) on Civil War memory 
and reconciliation; Dr. Jonathan Bass (Samford University) on 

racial justice, and Dr. Adam Gussow 
(University of Mississippi) on the early 
blues. 

As part of its ongoing focus on 
undergraduate education, the Center 
will continue to offer its undergraduate 
research seminar in southern history, 
focusing again on southern memory 
and the history of lynching in Alabama. 
For the third consecutive year, students 
will devote a semester to tracking 
down the lost lives of lynching victims 

and merging their research with 
an ongoing digital humanities 
project dedicated to mapping and 
remembering each of the deaths. 
Students will present their work 
at the Equal Justice Initiative in 
Montgomery at the end of the 
fall semester. Last year’s class 
discovered the identities of two 
victims previously recorded only by 
the name “unknown.” Additionally, 
the Center is offering a seminar 
in public history in the fall and a series of public history 
internships in the spring as well as independent studies in a 
variety of fields, such as public memory and religion. 

The Center is also sponsoring a variety of faculty and student 
research projects and a conference on Vietnam, helping to 
map a local civil rights trail, and publishing a book of essays 
based on last year’s Summersell conference on World War I.

THE SUMMERSELL CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE SOUTH

GRADUATE HISTORY ASSOC HOSTED POWER & STRUGGLE CONFERENCE 
The University of Alabama Graduate History Association host-
ed its annual Power and Struggle Conference on October 5 
and 6, 2018, in ten Hoor Hall.
This year’s keynote speaker as former Bankhead Fellow and 
current The Ohio State University Associate Professor of His-
tory Hasan Kwame Jeffries, author of Bloody Lowndes: Civil 
Rights and Black Power in Alabama’s Black Belt (2009). 
Jeffries spoke in Smith Hall on The University of Alabama 
campus. The Charles G. Summersell Memorial Fund spon-
sored a dinner for attendees.
The conference continued the following day with panels on 
various topics, including Civil Rights, historical memory, Eliza-
bethan England, female agency, religious identity, masculin-
ity, and abolitionist thought.

Equal Justice Initiative

UA TO HOST CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIFE & MEDIEVAL CULTURE
From the sixth to the sixteenth century and beyond, monks, nuns, canons, friars, and others 
under religious vows stood at the pinnacle of Western European society. For their learning, pi-
ety, and expertise, and for their embodiment of Christian ideals and values, they were accord-
ed positions of power and influence, and a wide range of legal, financial and social privileges. 

This international and interdisciplinary conference will explore the phenomenon of medieval 
cultural elites through the lives and experiences of these men and women. 

The conference will be hosted in partnership with the University of Dresden, from October 17 
- 20, 2018, at Gorgas Library, Smith Hall, and the Hotel Capstone. Registration is free and 
open to all UA students, faculty, and staff.

Office of the Vice President and the Graduate School of The University of Alabama, the Ala-
bama Water Institute, the College of Arts & Sciences, and many of its departments (History; 
Modern Languages and Classics; English) and programs (University Museums; Medieval and 
Early Modern European Studies; the Hudson Strode Program in Renaissance Studies; Capstone International; the Summersell 
Center; Latin American Studies; Asian Studies; Religious Studies). Civic partners include the City of Tuscaloosa, the Rotary 
Club of Tuscaloosa, and several private donors. European partners include the Research Centre for the Comparative History 
of Religious Orders of the University of Dresden, the Graduate School of Interreligious Studies of the University of Dresden, 
and the Saxon Academy of Sciences.

Contact Dr. James Mixson for further details: jmixson@ua.edu | 205-348-1861
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SUPPORTING THE DEPARTMENT

The extent and quality of the programming and activities sponsored by the 
Department of History depends in large measure on our available funds. The 
Department of History also has a number of specific development opportunities, 
where endowments or significant targeted donations can enable us to increase 
our national visibility and expand the range of scholarship and events we are 
able to produce and recognize. Naming opportunities are possible in conjunction 
with such gifts. 

For more information about any of the opportunities to support The University of 
Alabama Department of History, please contact our Department Office Manager, 
Christina Kircharr, at christinak@ua.edu or 205.348.7104.

To make a general donation online, please visit https://history.ua.edu/giving/.

Your support enables the Department to:
• Fund endowed scholarships and awards for outstanding current and 
prospective students.

• Support the research travel and professional development of both 
faculty and graduate students.

• Fund student organizations such as Phi Alpha Theta and the Graduate 
History Association.

• Fund student publications, such as the department’s award-winning 
Southern Historian journal.
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