
History Majors Emily Adams and Clay 
Martinson were named Outstanding 
Sophomores by the College of Arts & 
Sciences.

Emily is a Texas 
native who is 
double majoring 
in History and 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Studies. She 
is a member of 
the University 
Fellows Program, 
the Athletic 

Department’s Student Recruitment 
Team, and the Honors College 
Ambassador program. She also serves 
as an Associate Justice on the Student 
Judicial Board in SGA, as the Treasurer 
of the Legal Research Club, and as 
the PR/Communications Chair for the 
English Majors & Minors Association.

Clay is from Huntsville and serves as 
the Associate Vice President of Student 
Affairs in SGA. He is a member of the Phi 
Gamma Delta fraternity and co-chair of 
the Lambda Sigma Honors Society, and 
has recently finished his term as Inter-
Fraternity Council Chair and co-chair of 
the Students for Doug Jones campaign.

Both students are aspiring lawyers and 
hope to use their studies in history as a 
foundation for legal study. Emily “dove 
into” 200 & 300-level courses, and 
found that they fit her interests well. 
Clay enjoys studying history because it’s 
important for us to understand “where 
we come from.” Emily likes the fact that  
“you can just really get involved, whether 
it be through a public history internship 
or by conducting research with a faculty 
member.”

Clay tells 
p r o s p e c t i v e 
majors to “get 
ready to read!,” 
noting that 
reading has 
helped him not 
only master the 
material but to 
“ u n d e r s t a n d 

why people act the way they do.” Emily 
encourages anyone interested in history 
to seriously consider majoring in it, 
because “you can definitely find a career 
in the field.”

Emily and Clay will be recognized 
at Honors Day and given a $1,000 
scholarship. 
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It has been 
another busy 
and productive 
semester here in 
the Department 
of History. We 
continue to see full 
classrooms and we 
are working hard 

to increase our numbers of majors, 
minors, and graduate students. 

In addition to seeing an uptick in 
the number of undergraduate minors 
and an incoming graduate class that 
is bursting at the seams, it has been 
truly gratifying to see some of our 
students being recognized for their 
accomplishments. 

A recent Ph.D. recipient, Blake 
Ball, was awarded the Outstanding 
Dissertation Award by the University 
for his dissertation on the Vietnam-
era cartoons of Peanuts cartoonist 
Charles Schulz. 

History majors Emily Adams and Clay 
Martinson received the Outstanding 
Sophomore Award from the College of 
Arts and Sciences. 

We are in the process of completing 
a number of searches for new 
faculty and we anticipate a thriving 
department headed in new directions. 

FROM THE CHAIR

BLAKE BALL WINS GRADUATE SCHOOL’S OUTSTANDING DISSERTATION AWARD
Blake Ball was awarded the Outstanding 
Dissertation Award by The University 
of Alabama Graduate School for the 
single best dissertation completed at the 
University in 2017.  

His dissertation is titled “Charlie Brown’s 
America: Peanuts and the Politics of 
Wishy-Washy, 1950-1989,” and was 
directed by Dr. Andrew Huebner.

“Charlie Brown’s America” asks why 
Charlie Brown and Snoopy mattered in 
Cold War America. Ball argues that a 
major component to Peanuts’ success 
was the ways that the artist Charles Schulz 

c o n n e c t e d 
his work to 
the fears, 
a n x i e t i e s , 
hopes, and 
aspirations of 
his readers 
in terms with 
which they 
identified. 

Schulz was 
so successful 
in giving form to these public and 
private feelings that his characters 

became a regular part of a national 
iconography. This is why his characters 
appeared in political campaigns, protest 
rallies, college dorm rooms, psychology 
textbooks, Sunday sermons, and with 
soldiers in Vietnam. Sometimes these 
uses were sanctioned by the artist, but 
more often they were not. 

“Charlie Brown’s America” is a study 
of the give-and-take between cultural 
producers and consumers and the role 
this relationship played in framing and 
shaping American political discourse in 
the second half of the twentieth century.

Historically speaking



GRADUATE STUDENTS

DEPARTMENT ALUMNA BRIANA ROYSTER PURSUES PH.D. AT NYU
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Briana Royster 
is a Tuscaloosa 
native who 
earned her BA 
in History at 
UA in 2012, as 
well as MAs in 
History (2014) 
and Women’s 
S t u d i e s 
( 2 0 1 5 ) . 
Though she 

entered undergrad as an engineering 
student, after returning to school 
following a break in her studies, she 
decided to switch to History. Royster 
wasn’t entirely sure what she wanted 
to do upon graduation, but Drs. Lisa 
Lindquist-Dorr, Steven Bunker, and 
Jenny Shaw encouraged her to consider 
graduate studies. 

Initially, Royster wanted to study late-
nineteenth and early-twentieth century 
southern African-American women, 

but while in grad school, her interests 
transitioned after taking a class on 
Brazil with Dr. Teresa Cribelli. She 
then became interested in how race 
is viewed outside of the U.S. and 
wrote her seminar paper on the black 
movement in Brazil. She was unsure if 
a life in academia was what she really 
wanted, so she attained a second MA 
through the Department of Gender and 
Race Studies before deciding to pursue 
an academic career.

Royster began the Ph.D. program at NYU 
in the fall of 2015, with a primary field 
of African Diaspora and a secondary 
field in Modern Latin America. Her 
dissertation, “Of Our Stock and Blood: 
Empire, Religion, and Afro-Diasporic 
Identity, 1898-1945,” examines Afro-
diasporic identity formation through the 
intersections of religion, race, gender, 
and empire in the United States and 
South America. After completing her 
doctorate, she hopes to gain a tenure-

track professorship at a university.

“The professors and the department 
were so supportive,” Royster says of 
the UA Department of History. “A lot 
of the faculty here have graduated 
from top twenty history programs, so 
they know what it takes to get there.” 
She encourages students interested in 
pursuing advanced degrees to “do your 
research, especially if you’re looking for 
a Ph.D. program. Fit is very important 
— you can have the most brilliant CV 
but if your work doesn’t fit with any 
faculty, they can still turn you down.” 
She also says, “Find your community of 
people…research can be lonely. Find a 
community of supportive people. Keep 
going and push through.”

national awards

2017 John L. Snell 
Memorial Prize, 

European History 
Section of the 

Southern Historical 
Association

Dan Bishop

Class of 1957 Post-
Doctoral Fellowship in 
Naval Heritage at the 
United States Naval 

Academy

Mark Folse

12th Annual Student 
Paper Competition 

(Graduate Division) of 
the Stone-Campbell 
Journal Conference

John Young (finalist)

Dennis E. Frye 
Visiting Scholar 
of the Civil War 

Scholarship to the 
George Tyler Moore 
Center for the Study 

of the Civil War

Kevin McPartland

Colonial Dames of 
America Essay Award

Essay: “The Scottish 
Enlightenment and 
Eighteenth Century 

American Political and 
Social Theory”

Jessica Brodt

departmental awards

Frank Lawrence 
Owsley Memorial 
Scholarship for 

Superior Competency 
in American History

David Ferrara

Albert Burton Moore 
Memorial Award for 

Outstanding Graduate 
Student in European, 

Latin American, or 
Asian History.

Chase McCarter

2017-2018 NATIONAL 
& DEPARTMENTAL 
AWARD-WINNING 
GRADUATE STUDENTS
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Christopher G. 
Swindle Teaching 

Award
Awarded to the most 
outstanding graduate 
student teacher in the 

department.

Tori Jessen

Masters Student 
Teaching Award

Awarded to the most 
outstanding M.A. 

student teacher in the 
department.

Kevin McPartland

Gary B. Mills 
Endowed Dissertation 

Support Fund

John Young

Social icon

Rounded square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines. Follow Southern Historian 

on Twitter @SouthHistory

Like The Summersell Center
on Facebook @summersellcenterua



UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS

Charles Grayson Summersell 
Memorial Scholarship for 

Most Distinguished Undergraduate 
in History

Molly Buffington

Charles Grayson Summersell 
Memorial Scholarship

Emily Calhoun
Carol Engel

Rhiannon Hein
William McCrary

The Lee David and Florence 
Weinberg Black Scholarship

Natalie Liutkus
Lawson Mohl
Robert Myers

Dr. Howard Jones Endowed 
Scholarship

Jacob Kynard  
Cameron Ridgeway

2017 - 2018 
UNDERGRADUATE 

AWARD RECIPIENTS
Undergraduate Matt Culver’s exhibit 
“Lafayette, We Are Here! America Enters 
the First World War” was displayed at the 
Mildred Westervelt Warner Transportation 
Museum in Tuscaloosa last fall. Culver is 
a senior History/Computer Science double 
major and has been involved with a group of 
students working on two World War I exhibits 
on campus in remembrance of the war’s 
centennial.

The exhibit, currently on display in Houser 
Hall, focuses specifically on students and 
Alabamians in the War. Culver says the name 
for the exhibit came from U.S. propaganda portraying the war as “repaying our 
debts to France from the Revolutionary War.” The line came from a speech at 
Lafayette’s grave given by Gen. Pershing’s aide, Charles Stanton, which became 
a battle cry.

Culver became interested in 
World War I when researching 
a relative who served in 
the American armed forces 
who died in France. When 
he began digging further 
into the war’s history, he 
discovered that “everything 
changes because of this 
war.” He became particularly 
interested in how the war 

changed language, bringing slang phrases like ‘over the top’ into the mainstream 
vernacular. “American dialects start to intermix,” he explains, “because you’re 
putting people from all over the country into these central divisions and sending 
them to France, so they start talking like one another.” In addition to forming 
a shared language, the war also united GIs through “new music, new poetry, 
new film, new everything…It’s just such a pivotal moment.” Culver was also 
fascinated by the role the war played in helping to facilitate women’s suffrage. 
When conducting tours of the exhibit, he makes a point to highlight women’s 
contributions to the war effort.

UNDERGRADUATE CREATES WWI EXHIBIT AT 
WARNER TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM

The Peer Mentors is a group of remarkable undergraduates 
who excelled in History survey courses and want to share their 
knowledge of how to succeed in these classes. They help teach 
critical skills to students enrolled in 100-level classes, including 
how to take notes effectively, how to study for exams, and how 
to write historically-focused essays. These tireless volunteers 
have helped many first-year and seasoned students perform at 
the peak of their ability.

2017-2018 Peer Mentors:

PEER MENTORS VOLUNTEER TO HELP THEIR FELLOW STUDENTS SUCCEED

David Bermudez
Parriss Bettis
Kayla Branum

Ian Burt
Ellie Cochran
Matt Culver

Bridgette Davis

Gracie Engle
Sarah Forland

Alex Fries
Rhiannon Hein

Vann Hicks
Savannah Martin

Morgan Nolan

Oliver Reed
Kasey Stender

Alex Voss
Camryn Walker

Charlotte Watters
Heather Wilhite
Kendell Wilson
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Dr. Bianca L. Adair
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R. Avera

The Honorable 
Quentin Q. Brown Jr.

Mr. George B. Childress
Dr. Angela J. Cooley

Dr. Jonathon W. Hooks
Ms. Samaria Johnson

Dr. Kari A. Frederickson
Dr. Howard N. Jones

Dr. Michael J. Mendle
Dr. Robert F. Olin
Mr. Kevin Owsley

Mrs. Dawn Owsley
Mr. and Mrs. George Swindle

 THANK YOU TO
OUR PATRONS

SUPPORTING THE DEPARTMENT

The extent and quality of the activities sponsored by the Department of History 
depends in large measure on our available funds and the generous support 
of donors. Endowments or significant targeted donations will enable us to 
increase our national visibility, expand our production of nationally-recognized 
scholarship, and to grow History programming and events. Naming opportunities 
are possible in conjunction with such gifts. 

For more information about any of the opportunities to support The University of 
Alabama Department of History, please contact our Department Office Manager, 
Christina Kircharr, at christinak@ua.edu or 205.348.7104.

To make a general donation online, please visit https://give.ua.edu, and enter 
“History Department Gift Fund” in the search bar.

Your support enables the Department to:
• Fund endowed scholarships and awards for outstanding current and 
prospective students.

• Support the research travel and professional development of both 
faculty and graduate students.

• Fund student organizations such as Phi Alpha Theta and the Graduate 
History Association.

• Fund student publications, such as the department’s award-winning 
Southern Historian journal.

 THE FRIENDS OF 
HISTORY

Mr. William Garnett (Bill) 
Anderson

Dr. Edwin C. Bridges

Mr. Paul W. Bryant, Jr.

Mr. Bradley Hale

Mr. Tranum Fitzpatrick

Mr. Olin B. King

Dr. F. David Mathews

Mr. Chris McIlwain

Dr. Donald R. Noble

Mr. John T. Oliver, Jr.

Dr. Cathy Randall

Mr. Cleophus Thomas, Jr.

Dr. Earl Tilford


